The absolute configuration of the title compound was confirmed by an X-ray crystal structure analysis of (R)-(+)-[(benzyloxymethyl)(tert-butyl)methylsilyl] methyl ketone 2,4,6-triisopropylphenylsulfonylhydrazone, C30H48N203SSi, reported herein. The asymmetric unit of the hydrazone contains two molecules which are linked by intermolecular hydrogen bonds.
Comment
We have recently demonstrated that chiral acylsilanes of type (I) can be efficiently used as starting materials for the stereoselective preparation of a-hydroxysilanes (Bienz & Chapeaurouge, 1991; Chapeaurouge & Bienz, 1993) . The latter compounds can be transformed into silicon-free secondary alcohols (Bienz et al., 1995) or they can be used as starting materials for other stereospecific transformations (Enev, Stojanova & Bienz, 1995) . Optically active (S)-(+)-[(benzyloxymethyl)(tert-butyl)methylsilyl] methyl ketone, (S)-(+)-(I), and its optical antipode are accessible by a route involving a bioreduction step (Bienz et al., 1995) . The absolute configuration at the chiral silicon centre in each of these compounds was determined by a combination of the empirical Mosher method and Nuclear Overhauser Effect (NOE) experiments. However, the NOE effects upon which the assignments are based are rather weak. Therefore, in order to secure unambiguously the absolute configuration of (S)-(+)-(I), the X-ray structure of its hydrazone derivative, (R)-(+)-(II), was determined. (6) .1677 (5) .0007 (4) .3664 (7) . 532O (5) . 5349 (5~ .6871 (5) .5142 (7) .3638 (4) .5278 (4) .6057 (4) .5298 (4) .3710(4) .2827 (4) .6313 (5) .7623 (7) .7010 (6) . 6248 (55 .5385 (6) .6878 (7) . 1077 (45 .0134 (5) .0759 (5) 0.9765 (4) 0.8258 (5) 0.8024 (7) 0.9269 (8) 1.0754 (7) 1.1006 (5) 0.58597 (9) 0.53322 (15) 0,5256 (3) 0.7527 (3) 0.6862 (55 0.5278 (4) 0.5518 (4) Ueq 0.0449 (2~ 0.0479 (2) 0.0582 (7) 0.0563 (7) 0.0684 (7) 0.0482 (7) 0.0459 (7) 0.0486 (9) 0.0684 (12) 0.0719 (12) 0.0695 ( 11 ) 0.0821 (14) 0.0550 (9) 0.0726 (12) 0.093 (2) 0.0859 (15) 0.0395 (7) 
